The Post Office played a vital part during the First
World War. Delivering letters and parcels, paying
allowances to soldiers’ wives and handling savings
accounts were but a few of its duties.
A sub-post office at Bleasdale was first established in
1858 following a request by the then Vicar, Rev.
Shilleto, to the Postmaster-General. It was
established within 20 years of the introduction of the
pre-paid penny-postage stamps which led to the
setting up of a network of post offices in the UK.
Letters arrived at Bleasdale School from Garstang in
the early morning and were collected in the late
afternoon.
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Until 1904, the role of sub-postmaster
was taken on by the Schoolmaster.
The position was then taken over by
George Bullock, the cobbler who lived at
School Cottages, and later by his daughter
and son-in-law, Agnes and Peter Lord.
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Extracts from George
Bullock’s obituary:
Preston Guardian, 1942

George Bullock
1861-1942

‘Owd George’ as he was
familiarly known…was
engaged with his postal returns when he had a fatal
seizure and ironically enough he left a pair of shoes
unfinished...had tramped thousands of miles of fell
country and...gave up his postal round
a few years ago with the advent of
motor cycle delivery...carried on his
postal and cobblering duties at a
cottage over two miles away from his
home, walking there and back daily...he
was cobbling instructor at the Old
Reformatory and at one time made the
footwear for the Lancaster Police Force...in his younger
days he gained repute as an all-round athlete...funeral,
on Friday last at Admarsh Church, Bleasdale where he
had been a member of the choir for half a century.’

George then moved to Hazelhurst Cottage,
from where he continued to carry out
postal duties until his death in 1942.
The Post Office remained at School
Cottages until after the Second World
War when it moved to Brock Mill.
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Bringing the Post to Bleasdale: The Rural Postmen
Robert Bretherton brought the post from Garstang to Bleasdale
for 33 years, from 1867 to 1900 - the rural postman who
‘walked 200,000 miles’ in the course of his duties. On his
retirement in 1900 he was presented with a congratulatory
address by the inhabitants of Bleasdale, Barnacre and
Goosnargh. His son, Thomas Bretherton, then took over the
duties and ultimately received the Imperial Service Medal for his
services to the Post Office. After his retirement in August 1915,
Thomas Armstrong took over the round until his enlistment in
March 1916. He was killed in France in April 1917.
George Bullock then delivered the mail within the Parish.
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